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1. WE SHARE DEPARTMENT S CONCERN OVER UNDUE PRESS 
SPECULATION CONCERNING ASPECT OF FUTURE POLICY IN LAOS. 
WE HAVE AVOIDED FUELING SUCH SPECULATION EVEN IN FACE 
OF DIFFICULT QUESTIONS, BUT WE OBVIOUSLY CANNOT DENY 
TO THE PRESS (WHO HAVE BEEN HERE IN LARGE NUMBERS) 

THAT SUCH QUESTIONS AS FUTURE POLICY. POSSIBILITY 

OF FURTHER U.S. ECONOMIC AID TO LAOS, AND EVEN FUTURE 
OF MISSION ITSELF HAS ARISEN AND ARE UNDER CONSIDERA- 
TION IN WASHINGTON. INDEED, WE NOTE IT WAS DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN AT NOON BRIEFING ON JUNE 4 WHO PUT ON RECORD 
AS HIS "GUESS" AND "ROUGH PROJECTION" THAT MISSION 
WOULD BE REDUCED TO ABOUT 50 BY END OF THIS MONTH; 

OUR PROJECTION WAS SUBMITTED BY CONFIDENTIAL TELEGRAM. 

2. CORRESPONDENTS HAVE NOTED - AS HAVE WE - THE 
STRIKING INCONSISTENCY BETWEEN PGNU'S TOLERATION (OR 
INSPIRATION) OF THE HARASSMENT OF THIS MISSION AND THE 
BLITHE ASSUMPTION ON THE PART OF SOUVANNA. PHOUMI AND 
SOME OTHER PGNU OFFICIALS WHOM THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED 
THAT U.S. ASSISTANCE CAN AND WILL CONTINUE NO MATTER 
WHAT. ALL IN ALL, IT IS HARDLY ASTONISHING THAT THE 
PRESS SHOULD BE SPECULATING ON ITS OWN ABOUT SUCH 
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3. IT SHOULD BE NOTED ALSO THAT MANY EMPLOYEES - 
PARTICULARLY THOSE WHO WERE VIRTUAL PRISONERS AT KM-6 
FOR A WEEK - HAVE DEPARTED THIS POST IN AN EXTREMELY 
BITTER FRAME OF MIND AND HAVE SPOKEN TO PRESS BOTH ON 
LEAVING HERE AND ON ARRIVING IN BANGKOK. ALTHOUGH IN 
MOST CASES IT IS PROBABLY ONLY IDLE TALK. SOME HAVE 
THREATENED TO WRITE THEIR CONGRESSMEN, TO TESTIFY AT 
FOREIGN AID HEARINGS, AND TO DO ANYTHING ELSE WITHIN 
THEIR POWER TO BLOCK FURTHER ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
LAOS. DEPARTMENT SHOULD WEIGH THIS FACTOR ALSO IN 
EVALUATING PRESS "SPECULATION". 

4. FINALLY, WHILE WE AGREE THAT PRESS SPECULATION IS UN- 
DESIRABLE IN THE ABSTRACT AND HAVE NOT ENCOURAGED IT, 
WE BELIEVE THAT IT MAY HAVE SOME EFFECT - NOT PRIMARILY 
INTENDED BY CORRESPONDENTS - IN ACQUAINTING PGNU 
LEADERS WITH REALITY MORE DELICATELY THAN WOULD BE THE 
CASE IF WE HAD TO DO IT DIRECTLY. 
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